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Barry Commoner, The Closing Circle: Nature, Man &
Technology (New York: Bantam, Yav) ), Yie,

This is the clear implication of the “Summary for
Policymakers” of the IPCC Working Group Il report

on Mitigation in its Sixth Assessment Report, in the form
written by scientists and reflecting the scientific consensus.
However, the published version of this report, after being
redacted by governments—reflecting not the scientific
consensus but the governmental consensus—erased all
radical social conclusions by the IPCC scientists. On this,

see “Notes from the Editors,” Monthly Review V¢ no. Y
(June YooY V).

Anténio Guterres, “Mitigation of Climate Change Report
Y+ + Y: ‘Litany of Broken Promises'—UN Chief,” United

Nations, YouTube video, April €YYy, “Secretary-General
Calls Latest IPCC Climate Report ‘Code Red for Humanity,’
Stressing ‘Irrefutable’ Evidence of Human Influence,” United

Nations, August APARRRN
IPCC, Climate Change FeT) The Physical Science Basis.

Working Group | Contribution to the Sixth Assessment
Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (Geneva: IPCC, YooY \), RS https://www.ipcc.ch/.
The IPCC scenarios are presented in terms of both “best
estimates” and “very likely ranges.” The “very likely range”

forssp)-).4 (the most optimistic scenario) for YoV
Y+ €uis ).Y°c-).Y°C. The “best estimate,” however, is
).2°C. The “best estimate” for Y+ € 1-Y + T+ js ) 1°C,
andfor YeAY_YY+vig) €°C.
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©. IPCC, Climate Change Fery Mitigation of Climate
Change. Working Group Ill Contribution to the Sixth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change (Geneva: IPCC, Yoy Y), va,
https://report.ipcc.ch.

1. IPCC, Climate Change T+ ¥'): The Physical Science Basis,
Yo Y YO_VA YIYY V¢ €Y,

Y. Moira Lavelle, “By Y *©+, Y « « Million Climate Refugees
May Have Fled Their Homes. But International Laws Offer
Them Little Protection,” Inside Climate News, November Y,
YoV,

A, Johan Rockstrém et al., “A Safe Operating Space for
Humanity,” Nature €Y, no. Y& (Y« +9): €YY_Vo. wj
Steffen et al., “Planetary Boundaries,” Science YEVY, no.

AYYY (Y21 0y YYI_£7: John Bellamy Foster, Brett
Clark, and Richard York, The Ecological Rift (New York:

Monthly Review Press, AR ), YYV 4,

1. Karl Marx, Capital, vol. Al (London: Penguin Books, ) Cl/\\),
Yot

) +. See Stan Cox and Paul Cox, How the World Breaks: Life in
Catastrophe’s Path, from the Caribbean to Siberia (New
York: New Press, Y * ) 1).

VY. Jan Zalasiewicz, Colin N. Waters, Mark Williams, and Colin
P. Summerhayes, eds., The Anthropocene as a Geological

Time Unit (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Yo °‘).

VY. lan Angus, Facing the Anthropocene (New York: Monthly

Review Press, ¥ * ) -L), €Y_€7; 3 R. McNeill and Peter
Engelke, The Great Acceleration (Cambridge, MA: Harvard

University Press, Yo i); Clive Hamilton and Jacques
Grinevald, “Was the Anthropocene

Anticipated,” Anthropocene Review (Y ) °): -V,
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VY. John Bellamy Foster and Brett Clark, “The

Capitalinian,” Monthly Review VY no. ¢ (September
\‘~Y\); YY_ Vo

V¢ Foran interesting reflection on this in the early YAV see
the chapter on “Nature and Revolution,” in Herbert
Marcuse, Counter-Revolution and Revolt (Boston: Beacon,

AVY) 04_VA

Ve, John Bellamy Foster, The Return of Nature (New York:
Monthly Review Press, ¥ * Y +), ©+Y: Sean Walker, “Castle
Bravo: Marking the 1%th Anniversary of the US Nuclear
Disaster,” Australian Institute of International Affairs,
February YV, Y14,

). Foster, The Return of Nature, © * Y—V; Richard Hudson and
Ben Shahn, Kuboyama and the Saga of the Lucky
Dragon (New York: Yoseloff, Yan ©); Ralph E. Lapp, The
Voyage of the Lucky Dragon (London: Penguin, V4 °\’);

Jonathan M. Weisgall, Operation Crossroads: The Atomic
Tests at Bikini Atoll (Annapolis: Naval Institute Press,

Y44¢),

V V. Foster, The Return of Nature, €4+, ©+0_A;
Commoner, The Closing Circle; Virginia
Brodine, Radioactive Contamination (New York: Harcourt

Brace Jovanovich, ) ‘W"); Daniel Ford, The Cult of the
Atom: The Secret Papers of the Atomic Energy

Commission (New York: Simon and Schuster, ) °‘M');
Lawrence S. Wittner, Rebels Against War: The American

Peace Movement ' 77121 94 "(Philadelphia: Temple

University Press, YAA i); Lawrence S. Wittner, One World
or None: A History of the World Nuclear Disarmament

Movement Through 190 "‘(Stanford: Stanford University

Press, )4 q‘«); Lawrence S. Wittner, Resisting the Bomb: A
History of the World Nuclear Disarmament Movement,


https://monthlyreview.org/2022/07/01/socialism-and-ecological-survival-an-introduction/#en13backlink
https://doi.org/10.14452/MR-073-04-2021-08_1
https://doi.org/10.14452/MR-073-04-2021-08_1
https://monthlyreview.org/2022/07/01/socialism-and-ecological-survival-an-introduction/#en14backlink
https://monthlyreview.org/2022/07/01/socialism-and-ecological-survival-an-introduction/#en15backlink
https://monthlyreview.org/product/the-return-of-nature/
https://monthlyreview.org/2022/07/01/socialism-and-ecological-survival-an-introduction/#en16backlink
https://monthlyreview.org/2022/07/01/socialism-and-ecological-survival-an-introduction/#en17backlink

S g sl (o3 Ol

V9oV, (Stanford: Stanford University Press, )4 CW);
Linus Pauling, No More War! (New York: Dodd, Mead and

Company, ) °‘M“); Linus Pauling, Linus Pauling in His Own
Words: Selected Writings, Speeches, and Interviews (New

York: Touchstone, ) 449).

YA Leo Huberman, “Report from Japan,” Monthly Review 4,

no. ¥ (June Y4oV): €1,

Y 4. Foster, The Return of Nature, £3Y-4Y ©+7_V 0.9.

Y

Barry Commoner, Science and Survival (New York: Viking,
Y477, Y YA_Y +- “st. Louis Baby Tooth Survey, Y 309-
Yave Washington University School of Dental Medicine,
accessed June A, Y+ YY: Rachel Carson, Silent

Spring (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, Y 44 ¢), YYY_4V; john
Bellamy Foster and Brett Clark, “Rachel Carson’s Ecological
Critique,” Monthly Review © 9, no. & (February Y+ * A): Y-
VYW

. On socialist thinkers who raised these questions before the

publication of Silent Spring, see Foster, The Return of
Nature, YOA_EYT ¢oV_ow ),

. Charles H. Anderson, The Sociology of Survival: Social

Problems of Growth (Homewood, IL: Dorsey, ) 4V7):
Rudolf Bahro, Socialism and Survival (London: Heretic

Books, ‘VW). Another important work that addressed the

question of survival in the Yav. s, though identified with the
anarchist tradition, was Murray Bookchin, Post-Scarcity

Anarchism (New York: Ramparts, Yav) ).

Y Y. commoner, Science and Survival, Y +=) ), YYo_Y¥1.

Anderson, The Sociology of Survival, Y Y. Also
Bookchin, Post-Scarcity Anarchism,  * .

Yy, Bahro, Socialism and Survival, ) iY, Yev_¢ °‘, Yo \; E. P.

Thompson, Beyond the Cold War (New York: Pantheon,
\ ﬁ/\Y), EY_Vv9,
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Y €. see John Bellamy Foster, “Notes on Exterminism’ for the
Twenty-First-Century Ecology and Peace

Movements,” Monthly Review V¢ no. (May YooY Y): Y-
V.

Y. On the first warning of accelerated global warming, see
John Bellamy Foster, “Late Soviet Ecology and the
Planetary Crisis,” Monthly Review 1Y no. ¥ (June Yo °):
Ve VY,

Y. Foster, The Return of Nature, © * ©=7; Michael Egan, Barry
Commoner and the Science of Survival (Cambridge, MA:
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Press, Yoo \’), V4o

AKIEAE Barry Commoner, “What Is Yet to Be Done?,”
in Barry Commoner’s Contribution to the Environmental
Movement, ed. David Kriebel (Amityville, NY: Baywood,

YooYy Vo

YV, Commoner, Science and Survival, YYY,

YA. commoner, Science and Survival, AY-AY"

YA, Commoner, Science and Survival, Y *=Y), Y Yo_Y1,

Y+, Commoner, The Closing Circle, Yye YY.,

), Barry Commoner, Making Peace with the Planet (New
York: New Press, ) ‘HV), iX.

vy, Anderson, The Sociology of Survival, €0,

Y'Y, Anderson, The Sociology of Survival, ©, Y, £A-2Y: paul A.
Baran and Paul M. Sweezy, Monopoly Capital (New York:

Monthly Review Press, Yan 1); Herman Daly, “Towards a
Steady-State Economy,” UK Sustainable Development

Commission, April YE Yoo A
¥'¢. Richard York, “Asymmetric Effects of Economic Growth and

Decline on COY Emissions,” Nature Climate Change Y
(Y YY), vavyaay,
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